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South Africa, 1986. 

During a nationwide state of 
emergency, Patience, a young 
black woman, must go to the 
home of the Willows, her mother’s 
wealthy white employers.
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This is a house of mourning - Ben,
the eldest son of Trevor and Dominique, has 
been killed in the border wars some months 
prior. With the parents out all night, Patience 
must babysit their two young kids.



But the kids – sullen tomboy Annie and bedwetting 
Jordan – are a match for the irresponsible Patience, 
whose order and discipline soon fail. And she 
begins to experience strange visions and goings-
on in the house, hidden and terrifying forces the 
house’s hi-tech security system has no answer for.



With the disobedient children sent to bed, 
Patience encounters a malevolent supernatural 
force intent on entry – it is the ghost of Ben, 
out for revenge by capturing his living siblings... 
and Patience is the only one who can see him. 

She ignores the warnings of Registered, the 
gardener, whose own supernatural insights 
have him ready to flee the property, with or 
without her. 



When the children disappear, 
trapped between this world and 
the next, Patience must use 
long-buried abilities to connect 
with the supernatural world and 
confront Ben head on. 

And as the house begins to 
transform around her and Trevor 
and Dominique return, she 
enters Ben’s battle-scarred 
consciousness, revealing the 
secret behind his death. A final 
confrontation ensues, built 
around Ben’s horrible 
transaction: one parent for 
one child...
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Writer-Director’s Note

Growing up in 1980s South Africa, a period 
of social upheaval and violence, I lived in my 

grandparents’ large, dilapidated home. 

The house was gothic and creepy, with 
creaky wood panelling, platoons of rodents 
in the roof and nightly noises that kept me 

frozen and sleepless in bed. 

But years later I would come to realise that 
the real fear was one handed down. From 
apartheid to military service to the threat of 
terrorism, all South Africans were trained 
in fear. Fear – even as paranoia – was the 
state’s weapon against those it oppressed 
but also against those for whom it fought. 

My vision is to make a film that expresses 
this fear, an elevated genre piece about how 
the ghosts of a country’s violent past do not 

simply disappear. 

Elan Gamaker



Producer’s Note

White by Night is an elevated genre film that taps into 
two prevailing audience markets; horror and the emerging 

black protagonist audience.

It is comparable in budget, theme and ambition to Under 
the Shadow, His House, A Girl Walks Home Alone at 

Night and The Babadook.

The central emotional relationships between mothers 
and daughters skew the film towards female viewers, but 
the genre and unique historical context offers a fulfilling 

cinematic experience for all film lovers.

The 24-hour story timeline supports the duality of high 
production values and budget efficiency, while the main 
location of one house allows almost the entire film to be 

shot in a controlled time and space. The budget is modest 
by international standards, but shooting in South Africa 
with the favourable exchange rate allows for production 

values which will provide a unique aesthetic.

White by Night is driven by my belief that this project can 
be transformative in South African cinema while opening 

up new international audiences.

Bridget Pickering
Bump FilmsUnder the Shadow (Babak Anvari, 2016)
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Patience 
Patience is a township princess 
and wannabe celebrity, 
thrust into unglamorous labour 
and then genuine peril. 
Her journey is one of 
survival, self-acceptance and 
politicisation.

Attached:
Thishiwe Ziqubu



Annie
A troubled child on the brink 
of puberty, Annie bites off 
more than she can chew in 
her desperate attempt to 
connect with the 
supernatural world. 



Jordan
Cherubic, bedwetting Jordan 
simply can’t cope with the 
sadness and madness around 
him, making him the perfect 
victim of cruelty in this world – 
and the next.



Ben
Destroyed by the trauma of 
war and furious about his early 
death, Ben is the avenging spirit: 
a sensitive boy turned monster 
by political reality and betrayal. 



Registered
Resident gardener and 
spiritualist, Registered 
inspires Patience to break the 
cycle of (literally) giving your life 
to servitude...



Trevor
Patriarch and 
businessman, he trades 
fear for power... and his 
dark secret regarding his 
son’s death is the trigger 
for the terror. 



Dominique
The ex-pat glamour is slowly 
fading as a loveless marriage 
and barbiturates morph into a 
genuine fear of madness: she, 
too, can see Ben’s ghost. But 
no-one believes her. 

Attached:
Susanne Wuest



A film by Elan Gamaker

Genre        Supernatural Thriller
Language      English with some isiXhosa 
Location       Cape Town, South Africa
Status        Financing
Shooting Dates    2023
Budget       ~USD1.4m
Budget Raised    ~USD425k (30%)
Budget Outstanding  ~USD975k (70%)
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